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Raymond “Jake” Parker

Dear Tribal Members:

 Happy Holidays to 
each of you!!  Sadly to 
say, another year has gone 
by too fast.  I sympathize 
with those that have lost 
loved ones this year.  My 
heart goes out to you and 
I hope that you can seek 
solace in the Creator.  
Time does fl y so I hope 
that you all cherish those 
memories with your fam-
ily and friends.  
 We are hoping that 
everyone gets through 
this tough time we are 
having.  Since the fl ood 
we have continued to ex-
perience an uncommon 
amount of moisture.   We 
have been really pounded 
by the snow already and 
we still have at least three 
more months of winter to 
endure.  Please be pre-
pared for the possibil-
ity of another fl ood this 
spring.  It may not be rain 
that causes it, but may 
be from the underground 
springs and high water 
tables.  We need to do all 
we can to mitigate the ef-
fects before they happen.  
Please contact the newly 
formed Emergency  Man-
agement Department for 
information on how to 
prepare and reduce your 
risk.
 I want to congratulate 
our new tribal council 
members for making it 
through the tough elec-
tion.  We really did gain 
some great guys, but it is 
always sad to see others 
go.  I am looking forward 
to the restructuring of the 
department boards and 
reorganizing tribal opera-
tions.  Rick and Harlan 
are becoming old pros at 
this and continue to help 
support the community 
needs.  Ted and Gerald 

have some really great 
ideas and I am confi dent 
they will be an asset to 
the tribe.  We really want 
to focus on Compliance 
and Budgets.  Making 
sure that our programs are 
being held accountable to 
the funding agencies and 
to the community.  It is 
important that we focus 
on overall management 
and organization.
 Despite the cold 
weather, there are great 
things going on in our 
community.   We are still 
in the recovery phase 
with the fl ood and will be 
in recovery for at least 5 
years or until we have a 
new health care facility.  
If you have not seen our 
“Master Plan” (see page 
8)  you should really try 
to get a copy of it.  It de-
picts the futuristic effort 
to expand the internal 
structure of the tribe and 
to centralize all our de-
partments in the Bonneau 
area.  Along with that we 
have our directors work-
ing on a strategic plan 
that matches that vision 
so that we can determine 
“how” we are going to 
get there.  
 We have been fortunate 
to take part in the Special 
Initiative to help reduce 
crime.  With that we have 
received additional fund-
ing to help enforce our 
laws and to improve our 
court systems.  The ad-
ditional offi cers that have 
been coming in are here 
to help in the effort until 
we can hire and train new 
offi cers to fi ll those posi-
tions.  So, be careful out 
there.  If you are doing 
something wrong you are 
more likely to get caught 
because of the additions 
to the force.  The courts 
have also increased staff 
and programs to support 
the community.  You must 
realize that our courts 
now are open to more 
options to help people 
to help themselves.  We 
now have healing the pro-
grams that allow you to 
seek treatment and other 
types of sentencing be-
sides jail.  Jail is always a 
last resort and remember, 
if you weren’t doing any-
thing wrong you would 
not even have to be pe-
nalized.  Prevention ef-

forts will also be stepped 
up.  We want to prevent 
illegal behaviors rather 
than have to see people 
go down the wrong road.  
Be responsible and be 
careful out there.
 If you have not heard 
already, Tribal College 
Basketball is underway.  
This is the fi rst time that 
we have ever had an orga-
nized effort on this level.  
It is an effort that includes 
most of the tribal colleges 
in the State of Montana 
with representation from 
all seven tribes.  And, 
I am proud to say that 
both the Stone Child Col-
lege Women’s and Men’s 
Teams are UNDEFEAT-
ED so far.  Good Luck 
throughout the remainder 
of the season and the up-
coming AIHEC tourna-
ment.
 With that, the High 
School Basketball Season 
will soon be underway.  
Get out there and support 
BOTH our teams from 
Box Elder and Rocky 
Boy schools.  The kick off 
tournament will be held 
this weekend .  So, let’s 
go cheer on our young 
athletes.  Help promote 
our kids with encourage-
ment, positive reinforce-
ment and unity between 
the schools.
 Our Round Dances 
have been carrying on 
throughout the season 
and have been very well 
attended.  It is nice to 
see our people getting 
back into the old way of 
socializing and enjoying 
family time.  We have 
our Christmas Pow-Wow 
coming up soon and it is 
guaranteed to be a posi-
tive event.
 Christmas is coming 
soon and I hope that you 
all have a great time with 
your families and friends.  
Get out and enjoy all the 
holiday festivities and 
events.  The New Year is 
right around the corner so 
be safe and have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!!!  Best wish-
es to you all this holiday 
season!

Raymond “Jake”
Parker, Jr.
Chairman
Chippewa Cree Tribe
Business Committee

Hunting The Rez
Announces Premiere

Issue Release
Hunting magazine creating excitement

with outdoor sportsmen

Rocky Boy, MT.
December, 2010 – 

 CircNetwork today announced the 
debut of the Premiere Issue of Hunting 
The Rez magazine, a new sportsman’s 
directory to 52 million additional acres 
of big game hunting and fi shing op-
portunities previously hidden in plain 
sight right here in North America. Look 
for the magazine on newsstand shelves 
across North America starting Decem-
ber 14th. The magazine, a classic full 
color glossy in a print format, is being 
published quarterly in its fi rst year.
 With North American hunting 
grounds getting harder and harder to 
fi nd, Indian country is the fast becoming 
the preferred spot for savvy sportsmen 
looking for abundant hunting & fi sh-
ing opportunities. Hunting The Rez has 
taken a leadership position in the market 
by bringing these lands to light.
 “We are very pleased with Hunting 
the Rez’s launch,” said Jason Belcourt, 
publisher and owner. “It’s not only for 
the economic benefi ts afforded the res-
ervation programs we’ll be showcasing 
from issue to issue, but also for the mil-
lions of acres of hunting and recreation-
al opportunities open to the non-tribal 
members of the outdoor sportsmen 
community.”

 His vision for the magazine, which 
Belcourt has formed over a lifetime of 
hunting the vast wildlife populations of 
Tribal lands, serves to inspire sportsmen 
from across the globe to plan an exciting 
hunting or fi shing adventure in Indian 
country and takes the role of guide, act-
ing as a resource in helping them plan 
that adventure.
 Belcourt was quick to add insider-
insight, “There are many distinct advan-
tages to hunting in Indian country. For 
instance, many tribes have rifl e seasons 
during bugling season as opposed to the 
states. Some tribes even offer extended 
seasons for non-enrolled sportsmen.” 
That’s big news in a community look-
ing for new trophy opportunities.
 According to Belcourt, “Native Amer-
ican tribes are implementing sound strat-
egies for the protection and promotion 
of resident wildlife on their lands, and 
many are reintroducing animals such as 
wild turkey, big horn sheep, buffalo and 
moose.” He promises Hunting The Rez 
takes their role in land stewardship seri-
ously, and of the 224 large land tribes, 
says “their management strategies serve 
as a base from which we’re building a 
sustainable, renewable natural resource. 
We’re proud to represent their efforts to 
the worldwide audience that wants and 
needs to know all about it.”
 According to Chris Howley, Man-
aging Director of CircNetwork, Hunt-
ing The Rez’s distribution coordinator, 
“Hunting The Rez owns a unique niche 
in the category, and there’s a lot of ex-
citement leading up to this fi rst issue. 
Look for it in Barnes & Noble, Borders, 
Books-A-Million and many other loca-
tions starting this month.”
 To learn more about Hunting The 
Rez, please visit www.huntingtherez.
com. To become a Hunting The Rez re-
tailer or distributor, please contact Chris 
Howley at 970-412-4466 or chowley@
circnetwork.com.

Photo Vernon The Boy 
Hunting the Rez magazine staff left to right; Jason Belcourt, founder/owner, Tony 
Woods, graphic designer/publisher, James “Midge” The Boy, founder/owner and 
Robert “Sonny” Belcourt, general manager. 
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Rocky Boy, MT.
December, 2010

 Chippewa Cree Tribal 
Health is hosted a kick-
off event to promote the 
benefi ts having children 
enrolled in Healthy Mon-
tana Kids (HMK).  Mon-
tana Department of Pub-
lic Health and Human 
Services Director, Anna 
Whiting-Sorrell, attended 
to support this outreach 
effort, on December 15th 

at the Senior Citizens 
Building.
 All of the tribal coun-
cils in Montana have rec-
ognized the advantages 
of having children cov-
ered by HMK, and have 
contracts with the state 
to help with outreach 
and enrollment.  When 
the children’s health ex-
penses are covered by 
HMK, it frees up the very 
limited IHS funding for 
the adults.  This in turn 

benefi ts the health of the 
whole tribe.
 This promotion fea-
tures the work of Mon-
tana Native American art-
ist Alaina Buffalo Spirit.  
The overall theme is the 
generational benefi ts hav-
ing all eligible children 
enrolled.
 For further information 
and to enroll your child or 
children, contact: Leona 
Swan or Ted Demontiney 
at 395-4902

DPHHS Director
Anna Whiting-Sorrell to Visits 

Rocky Boy to Promote
Tribal Health

Photo RB News Staff 
Left to right; Videl Stump, Anna Whiting-Sorrell, DPHHS Director, Ruby Stump and 
Chippewa Cree Tribal Councilman Gerald Small. 

By Russell “Rusty”
Gopher

 The Rocky Boy Com-
munity Resource Direc-
tory for 2011 has been 
published. I forgot how 
much work it is to do this 
document.
 It’s quite a challenge 
to work with 792 names. 

The bulk of the work was 
done this summer by An-
ika Topsky (Thanks Ani-
ka!!) from the Family Re-
source Center. Due to the 
hasty rush for printing, 
some errors may have 
been made. Any and all 
corrections & additions 
will be made for the 2012 
Directory.
 A big Thank You goes 
out to Alan Azure from 
Rocky Boy Schools, 
Mark Irvin from Box El-
der Schools, Sue LaMere 
from the CCT Personnel 
department, Geri Racine 
from the Health Board, 
Laurie Sunchild from the 
Cultural Support Servic-
es, Loranda LaFromboise 

from TWRD, Nida Parker 
from CCHA, James Mu-
rie from TERO, Pauline 
Russette from Gaming 
Enterprises, Ona Denny 
from CCT, Jim Swan 
from RJS & Associates 
for their help.
 The biggest thanks go 
out to Jessie Morsette 
from Rocky Boy Schools 
Print Shop for printing 
out this massive order & 
the Rocky Boy School 
Board and Supt. Voyd St. 
Pierre for their gracious 
donation of the cost of 
this directory.
 The directory will be 
included in this year’s 
christmas baskets.

Happy Holidays all!!  

2011 Rocky Boy Community
Resource Directory Published

Submitted by
Janet Runnion RN

 Infl uenza has been 
confi rmed in a Gal-
latin County resident and 
Wheatland County resi-
dent. These cases are an 
important indication that 
infl uenza is now circu-
lating in Montana. The 
Rocky Boy Clinic PHN 
department says now is 
the time to get vaccinated 
for infl uenza. 
 Holidays are no time 
to be sick. It’s a good idea 
to get vaccinated before 
things get busy with trav-
el, family gatherings and 
holiday events. Getting 
a fl u vaccine now will 
protect you throughout 
the season and keep the 
fl u from spoiling holiday 
plans with loved ones.
 Last year, Rocky Boy 
led the State with the 
highest percentage of res-
idents having gotten the 
fl u shot, we would like to 
see that level of protec-
tion happen again.  
 The 2010-11 infl uenza 
vaccine this year protects 
against three different 
infl uenza strains.  There 
is no longer a separate 
H1N1 vaccine, as it is 

now part of the seasonal 
fl u vaccine.
 The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion now recommends 
that everyone six months 
of age and older get vac-
cinated against infl uenza. 
We have a plentiful sup-
ply of vaccine at the 
Rocky Boy Clinic.
 The Public Health 
Nurses and the Diabetic 
Program nurses have 
been out in the commu-
nity and schools doing 
vaccinations. All tribal 
departments are asked to 
encourage employees to 
get a fl u shot.  Parents are 
reminded that the school 
Christmas break is a good 
time to bring your school 
kids in for needed immu-
nizations.  
 People most at risk 
for complications are the 
elderly, women who are 
pregnant and individuals 
that have chronic condi-
tions such as diabetes, 
heart disease, asthma, 
or other conditions that 
reduce immunity to in-
fl uenza. Other people 
that are at higher risk of 
infection or are likely to 
spread infl uenza viruses 
to vulnerable populations 
are caregivers.

 Children are consid-
ered to be at higher risk. 
Children under two years 
of age are at high-risk for 
complications and many 
end up hospitalized if 
infected by the infl uenza 
virus.
 In addition to getting 
vaccinated, we strongly 
recommend that people 
take very important, 
common sense steps to 
prevent infection. Those 
steps include covering 
coughs and sneezes, fre-
quent hand washing, and 
staying home when sick 
to prevent infecting oth-
ers.
 Residents are remind-
ed that if you or your 
child has not yet gotten a 
fl u shot, or you need other 
immunizations updated, 
like pneumovax, tetanus, 
or routine childhood im-
munizations, call or stop 
by the clinic Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday 
and PHN staff will be 
available.  
 Protecting your com-
munity against the fl u is 
a shared responsibility. 
Start a new tradition as 
you gather together this 
season. Get vaccinated!   

Gather together this season 
and prevent fl u

White Sky Hope Center

GROUPS
Refl ection

Monday thru Friday at 8:30 am
Cultural Awareness
Thursday at 10:00 am

Recovery Skills
Wednesday at 11:00 am

Physical Fitness
Thursday at 11:00 am
Relapse Prevention

Tuesday at 5:00 pm

395-4818

Located in the Log Building
on Stone Child College Campus

Adult Intake
Monday and Friday at 9 am

Thursday at 1 pm
Adolescent Intake
Wednesday at 9 am
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Russell “Rusty” Gopher

 Welcome to the Corner. 
I hope you all had a great 
Thanksgiving. Thanks go 
out to Tony Woods for al-
lowing me time to write 
again. November 22 is a 
date that we’ll always re-
member in our lives. As a 
kid I remember watching 
in 1963 our small black 
and white TV with imag-
es of President Kennedy 
on the screen. In 2010 we 
lost a great man here on 
our reservation. That man 
was my brother Charles. 
He was 77. He lived a 
long good life. Char-
lie and my cousin Ruby 
were together for close to 
fi fty years. They were a 
strong couple who faith-
fully followed their fam-
ily traditions. He loved 
his homeland Rocky Boy 
and served as ceremo-
nial leader with wisdom, 
song, prayer and exem-
plifi ed heartfelt sincerity 
throughout. He served the 
community well as tribal 
councilman. He was 
widely known through-
out Indian country and 
the Pow wow trail for his 
singing. Charlie loved all 
sports, especially basket-
ball. He was a talented 
player as a young man. 
He was a devoted Star 
& Bear fan for forty plus 
years. As a young man 
he used to dance with 

Joe Raining Bird, James 
Ironmaker, Big Knife and 
Rocky Stump. He had 
so much wisdom, songs, 
and humor which will be 
missed. In the spirit of 
Thanksgiving we’re truly 
thankful to have had him 
in our lives.
 One man Charles 
took as a son, shared his 
knowledge and humor 
with was Upendra Acha-
rya. A native of the coun-
try of Nepal, Upendra 
spent a number of years 
with the Chippewa Cree 
Tribe as legal represen-
tative. He gained many 
friends in his years here 
at Rocky Boy. We visited 
many times regarding the 
similarities of the Nepal 
traditions and customs 
and those of our tribe. 
 I was fortunate to have 
worked with Upendra 
my fi rst two years on the 
council and valued his 
legal expertise which he 
shared daily. Having seen 
changes in philosophy 
and government, he re-
luctantly looked at other 
options. He was success-
ful in gaining an esteemed 
position at Gonzaga Uni-
versity as a Professor of 
Law. 
 In hearing of Charles’ 
passing Upendra wrote 
the following:
 “Losing a loved one is 
always a diffi cult thing 
for all of us. Charles Go-
pher always loved me like 
a father and taught me 
good virtues in my life. 
 His love and affection 
to all Rocky Boy mem-
bers, his grand view of 
success of the tribe was 
always deeply based on 
Chippewa Cree culture, 

his thoughtful leader-
ship toward uplifting all 
the members of the Tribe 
are the assets the Tribe 
should, and I am sure the 
Tribe will, continue to 
uphold. 
 The best I personally 
have with me is his un-
conditional love to me. 
One day, he asked me a 
question - Tell me what 
will be the future of my 
people in 25 years. I an-
swered him -Charles, I 
do not know the right 
answer but I can tell you 
one thing, if Tribal lead-
ers are thoughtful about 
own culture and people in 
a true sense like you have 
then the Tribe has very 
bright future. 
 My answer was based 
on my observation that 
whenever he saw respon-
sible people working to-
ward personal gain in the 
name of tribal sovereign-
ty and culture, he was dis-
turbed and worried about 
the future of the tribe. 
 He was a true advo-
cate of tribal sovereignty 
and culture. His soul will 
always bless us and he is 
alive in our memory.  
 Charles! Please help 
us whenever we are dis-
tracted from our path of 
culture and sense of sov-
ereignty. 
 I urge everyone to be 
strong in this moment 
and take the virtues he 
has taught us in our lives. 
This way we all will keep 
him alive.” 

Upendra D. Acharya
Professor of Law
Gonzaga University 
School of Law

 Sandra Tierney Stan-
ley, wife of tribal mem-
ber, Ken Stanley passed 
away November 15, 2010 
of pancreatic cancer.
 After completing her 
teaching degree at WSU 
in Pullman, she relo-

cated to Havre, Montana 
in 1970 continuing her 
teaching career and com-
pleting graduate school.  
She taught fi rst and sec-
ond grade at the Rocky 
Boy’s school.   She and 
Ken moved to Vancouver 
Washington and married 
in 1974. She completed 
her PhD at Oregon State 
University 1990 and was 
a Professor of Education 
at the University of Port-
land until 1997.
 Most recently she 
worked as a curriculum 
consultant, at Donald E. 

Long Juvenile Correc-
tional Facility, in Portland 
Oregon.  Sandra enjoyed 
vacationing in Mexico 
and taking cruises with 
her husband Ken.    She is 
survived by her husband, 
Kenneth C Stanley, her 
daughter Karlyn Tierney 
Byham, (granddaughters 
McKenzie and Wesley), 
her daughter Mary Tier-
ney, (grandson Avery 
Grams).  At her request 
there will be no services. 
Ken will be returning to 
live at Rocky Boy.

Obituaries

 Edwin D. “Sonny” 
Oats, whose Indian name 
was “Bald Eagle,” passed 
away unexpectedly on 
June 20, 2010. Sonny was 
born on Dec. 24, 1970, in 
Great Falls. He was the 
only son of Karen and 
Eddy Oats.
 Sonny grew up in the 
Helena area and graduated 
from Capital High School 
in 1989. Immediately fol-
lowing high school, Son-
ny enlisted in the United 
States Navy. He served 
honorably for four years 
from 1989 to 1993 as an 
engineman and master 
diver. His SEAL team 
was one of the fi rst to ar-
rive in Operation Desert 
Storm. While serving in 
the Navy he traveled to 
various parts of the world, 
including San Diego, 
Abu Dhabi, Jakarta, Bali, 
United Arab Emirates and 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
Of all his travels, he said 
that if he could go back to 
any place in the world, it 
would be Singapore.
 From a young age, 
Sonny was extremely 
mechanically inclined, 
a trait that he inherited 
from his father. If it was 
broke, Sonny could fi x it, 
anything with or without 
wheels. He worked vari-

ous jobs painting, roof-
ing, landscaping, cooking 
hams, cleaning and most 
recently working for LRL 
Construction on the Mul-
lan Pass Tunnel. No job 
was too big or too small.
 Family was the most 
important part of Sonny’s 
life. Countless hours were 
spent working side by side 
with his father on projects 
too numerous to mention. 
Sonny embraced having 
four sisters and enjoyed 
entertaining, watching 
over and spending time 
with all of them. Being an 
uncle was very important 
to Sonny and was a role 
he took to heart. Sonny 
had a quick wit and a 
sense of humor that made 
him one-of-a-kind.
 The lights of Sonny’s 
life were his daughters, 
Hannah, age 9, and Mari-
ah, age 8. He loved spend-
ing time with them and 
enjoyed camping, fi shing, 
taking them to the lake or 
just being outdoors. He 
adored and cherished his 
daughters and truly loved 
them with all his heart.
 He is survived by 
his parents, Eddy and 
Karen Oats of Helena; 
his daughters, Hannah 
and Mariah of Helena; 
sisters, Fawn (John) St. 
James, Edwina “Winnie” 
(Tony) Strainer, Stacey 
(Clayton) Scotson, all of 
Helena; and Maureen 
(Mike) Schmidt, Grand 
Junction, Colo.; neph-
ews, Brayden and Austin 
Oats, Logan Strainer and 
Lawson Walkenhorst, all 
of Helena; nieces, Lily 
Oats of Helena and Keely 
Schmidt of Grand Junc-
tion; aunts, Millie (Da-
vid) Lester, Centennial, 
Colo., Gloria (Adam) 

Ortiz, Los Angeles, Dena 
Anderson, Los Angeles, 
and Leona (Ron) Swan, 
Rocky Boy; uncles, Reed 
(Eva) Anderson, St. Ig-
natius, John Oats, Rocky 
Boy, and Joe (Flora) Fol-
lette, Helena; grandpa, 
Henry (Betsy) Anderson, 
Helena; numerous aunts, 
uncles, grandmas, grand-
pas and cousins in Rocky 
Boy and Fort Peck and 
special friend Kate Ben-
nett of Helena.
 Sonny did not have a 
favorite charity so we ask 
that to honor his memory, 
go out of your way to 
help others, stay true to 
your family and friends, 
and above all absolutely 
cherish your children.
 Sonny’s family would 
like to say special thank-
you’s to bystanders who 
assisted in the rescue ef-
forts, emergency response 
personnel, law enforce-
ment, Mickey Nelson, 
and St. Peter’s Hospital 
Emergency Room Staff, 
Wingate by Wyndam, 
Brian Cummings and Jim 
Darcy School.
 Family will begin to 
receive friends today, 
June 23, at Anderson 
Stevenson Wilke Funeral 
Home from noon to 2 
p.m. A wake is sched-
uled on Thursday, June 
24, beginning at 7 p.m. 
at Jim Darcy Elementary 
School, 990 W. Lincoln 
Road. A funeral service 
will be held at 10 a.m. Fri-
day, June 25, at Jim Darcy 
Elementary School with 
graveside military honors 
to follow at the Montana 
State Veterans Cemetery 
at Fort Harrison. Condo-
lences may be sent to the 
family by visiting www.
stevensonandsons.com.

Sandra Tierney Stanley

Edwin D. “Sonny” Oats
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The Rocky Boy Veterans Center and
American Legion Post #67

News 

Attention all Rocky Boy Veterans

The Rocky Boy American Legion Post
meets every second Wednesday of the month at 

the Rocky Boy Senior Center @ 1200

All current Legion members are encouraged to 
attend

Non-members are also asked to attend and enroll

Next meeting will be on January 12, 2011

The Rocky Boy Veterans Center and American Legion Post #67 gives their 
condolences to the Charles Gopher family for their loss. 

Mr. Charles Gopher has always been a supporter of the Veterans and Vet-
eran activities, though he himself was not a Veteran.  Anytime the Veterans 
would call upon Mr. Gopher for his knowledge, he was always willing to 

help and give his assistance and guidance. 

A Special Condolence to Charles Gopher

Rocky Boy Veterans Center
Veteran Tribute

Round Dance Thank You

 Joe Dubois is a US 
Army Veteran who 
served three tours in 
Vietnam, 1965-1970.  
Joe served as a Com-
bat Engineer and as an 

Engineer Heavy Equip-
ment Operator.   He 
served his fi rst tour 
with the 196th Engineer 
Battalion, he served 
with the 20th Engineer 
Brigade during his sec-
ond tour and his third 
tour he served with D 
Company 43rd Engi-
neer Battalion.  Joe’s 
awards include the Na-
tional Defense Medal, 
Vietnam Campaign and 
Service Medals, Army 
Commendation Medal 
and the Republic of 

Vietnam Civil Action 
Medal.
 After his service Joe 
returned to Rocky Boy 
and worked with the 
BIA Roads for eleven 
years, Rocky Boy Util-
ities for fi ve years and 
is currently employed 
with the Rocky Boy 
Senior Center.
 The Rocky Boy Vet-
erans Center thanks Mr. 
Joe Dubois for his ser-
vice to his country and 
to the Chippewa-Cree 
Tribe of Rocky Boy, 
MT.

Joseph Dubois
US Army • Sergeant

Service Dates: 1964-1973

 On behalf of the Rocky Boy Veterans the Rocky Boy Veterans Center and 
American Legion Post #67 would like to thank all participants in the Veterans 
Day Round Dance.  Our thanks go out to the organizations that cooked and 
donated food, funds and equipment; The American Legion Women’s Aux-
iliary, TANF, Child Support, Stop Violence Against Woman and Children 
Program, The Rocky Boy Senior Center, The Rocky Boy Catholic Church, 
Chippewa Cree Construction Corporation, Dry Forks Farms, The Chippe-
wa-Cree Business Committee, Water Resources and Rocky Boy Schools.

 We would also like to thank the following individuals for their assistance 
in this event; Mr. Merle Tendoy as MC, the Standing Rock family singers, 
all other singers, Mr. Vidal and Ruby Stump for their continued support of 
all Veteran activities, Mr. Francis Eagleman and family, Mrs. Alice Conklin 
and family.

Veteran Services
Christine King – Scheduled visits to Rocky Boy

January 6, 2011
January 20, 2011

Schedule an appointment by calling
Christine King at 406-868-4093 or

the Veterans Center

Tele-psych Center is open for
interested Veterans;

call the Veterans Center to
schedule an appointment

Contact Information 
Located in the Rocky Boy

Senior Center building 
Clifford Sutherland, John Gardipee,

Chauncey Parker 
Hours: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

also available after hours by appointment 
Phone: (406) 395-5348 or (406) 395-4728 

www.rockyboyveterans.org 
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By Iris Has The Eagle

 The reason the Christ-
mas holiday is celebrated 
yearly on December 25th 
is because of the birth of 
a very special man with 
a Hebrew decendency.  
Some Native Americans 
and other races may say 
this certain man repre-
sents the “white man re-
ligion or the white man 
ways.”  I want to exam-
ine this confl icting state-
ment and/or opinion and 
say, this man is defi -
nitely not a white man, 
“Whachitchu, white man 
in Nakota,”or Caucasian.  
In fact, this man was as 
dark as a Navajo Native 
American from Arizona 
because of the desert he 
lived in. This man had a 
dark complexion, much 
darker than mine and I’m 
pretty chocolaty in color; 
so my brother Tom Main 
told me when we were 
younger when he referred 
to me as “Whoopi Gold-
berg.”  Haha. Bold guy 
huh? �  Before I intro-
duce this man to you offi -
cially, I want to introduce 
his tribe and his people to 
build a historical founda-
tion of understanding for 
the RBTN reading audi-
ence.
 This birthday man 
comes from the Tribe 
of Judah of the twelve 
tribes of Israel. The Isra-
elite males were vicious, 
mighty, powerful, and 
fearless warriors in an-
cient times.  They were 
known like Native Amer-
icans for counting coup 
on their enemies and ut-
terly destroying any trace 
of their enemies in battle, 
also known as plundering.  
They speak their own lan-
guage called Hebrew and 
have a written language as 
well.  The Hebrew people 
have customs, traditions, 
and a culture identical to 
my own tribe, the Assini-
boine/Nakota as well as 
other Indian tribes.  I have 
studied the Hebrew cul-
ture and discovered they 
have ceremonies so simi-
lar to my Nakota people 
and other Indian tribes 
as well.  They also have 
a clan system set up like 
the Nakota used tradition-
ally.  The Hebrew people 
believed they were Cre-
ator’s chosen people and 
obeyed Creator whole 
heartedly and reverently 
in ancient times.  The Is-
raelites were instructed 
how to perform many 
ceremonies and sacrifi ces 
to Creator.  Many had vi-
sions and dreams from 
Creator about the spiri-
tual way to do things ac-
cording to Creator’s holy 
ways.  They were even 
given a stone of tablets 
that the Great Holy Spirit 
brought to them on top of 
a mountain when a holy 
man fasted for 40 days 
and nights during a vision 
quest seeking words from 
Creator. These tablets be-
came known as the Ten 
Commandments and were 
to be followed whole-
heartedly by the Hebrew 
Nation.  Creator even 
sent good spirits with 
wings, angels to bring the 
millions of Israelites food 
every day from the sky in 

heaven called “manna.”  
Their shoes and clothes 
never wore out in the 
desert where they set up 
camp; they lived in tents 
similar to Plains Indians 
teepees.  Creator even 
shaded them with clouds 
to air condition them in 
the heat of the desert sun-
shine during the day.  At 
night Creator put fi ery 
clouds over them to keep 
them warm in the freez-
ing desert cold.  Creator 
protected them from their 
enemies always because 
they obeyed His laws 
and commands and loved 
Him with their hearts and 
spirits.  They served Cre-
ator with a desire of free-
will and not by force, but 
because of the love for 
Creator in their hearts.
 As time went on for 
generations, Creator’s 
chosen people, the twelve 
tribes of Israel, the He-
brew people began to 
disobey Him and turn 
their backs and hearts on 
Him.  They grieved the 
Great Holy Spirit and 
made Him cry with a bro-
ken heart.  One time, they 
grieved Creator’s heart 
so badly and so deeply, 
His tears fl ooded the en-
tire earth.  Creator was so 
sorry and remorseful the 
earth fl ooded, He created 
the rainbow to promise 
mankind He would never 
fl ood the earth again with 
His tears.  How forgiving 
Creator was to mankind 
and the twelve tribes of 
Israel, the Hebrew peo-
ple.  Not too much time 
went on before the He-
brew people were doing 
evil and unholy things in 
medicine lodges of the 
Israelites.  They began 
to defi le and desecrate 
the Holy Temple of Cre-
ator once again and this 
time it was the leaders 
and priests who were do-
ing these things.  Creator 
trusted His chosen peo-
ple; the Israelites and they 
broke their promises to 
Him and disobeyed Him 
over and over.  Creator 
had to do something dif-
ferent because mankind 
did not want to obey.

 and serve Him with their 
hearts and freewill, espe-
cially the twelve tribes of 
Israel, His chosen peo-
ple.  

 The Twelve Tribes of 
Israel had medicine men 
who were “Waakan-Ho-
ly in Nakota,” holy men 
called “prophets.” These 
prophets were honored, 
revered, respected, and 
edifi ed because they 
were directly connected 
to the Great Holy Spirit 
and Creator.  When the 
prophets spoke in ancient 
times and even today in 
the twelve tribes of Israel 
it was the fi nal authority.  
The prophets were the 
mouth piece of Creator 
and the Great Spirit, there 
was no other voice they 
listened to except these 
medicine men.  Even the 
Hebrew priests had to 
listen to the prophets of 
Creator.  These prophets 
were always telling the 
Hebrew people to get in 
line and to repent for not 
following Creator’s com-
mands or else all the peo-
ple would suffer for their 
disobedience.  The He-
brews would repent and 
get in line, even after cer-

emonies were performed 
and burnt offerings were 
offered up to Creator the 
people were still evil and 
kept on sinning.  All the 
rules and all the com-
mandments of Creator 
were not followed.  
 Creator asked Him-
self, “What can I do to 
pacify My anger against 
My chosen people, the 
Israelites and mankind?  
The rainbow I created 
reminds Me of My cov-
enant to never cover 
this earth with My tears 
again.  I want to destroy 
mankind because they are 
evil!  What will I do?”  
The Creator was grieved 
and perplexed at what to 
do.  All of a sudden some-
one said, “Father, please 
do not destroy Your peo-
ple and mankind.  Please 
Father; forgive them for 
they know not what they 
do.  The Father of Lies, 
Satan deceives them and 
lies to them.  I will offer 
up My life to You Cre-
ator and I will be the fi nal 
fl esh offering.  There will 
be no more need for fl esh 
offerings, ceremonies, 
and going through the 
priests to get forgiveness 
for sin anymore.  I will 
be the priest and medi-
cine man that Your cho-
sen people and mankind 
will go through.  I’ll go to 
earth as a man that walks 
among them.  I will be 
born for them, mankind, 
even though they de-
serve Your punishment, 
I’ll die for them as well. 
Please Creator, don’t de-
stroy them, destroy Me 
instead!”  Creator asked, 
“Why would you ever 
want to do such a thing 
for mankind?  You are the 
Son of Creator; You ex-
isted with the Great Holy 
Spirit and Myself before 
the beginning of time 
and the foundation of 
the world.  That’s crazy; 
it’s absurd that the Son 
of Creator would die for 
mankind. You’re My Son, 
I can’t let you go amongst 
them, I can’t, and I won’t.”  
The Son of Creator said, 
“I mean no dishonor and 
disrespect Father, but I 
want to die so they could 
live.  My blood and My 
life will make a new way 
of life for the children of 
Israel and mankind.  Be-
sides, the Holy Prophets 
of Israel have prophe-
sied about Me for centu-
ries.  It’s time for Me to 
be born. I love mankind 
so very much that they 
are worth it for me to be 
born on earth and eventu-
ally die as an offering to 
pacify Your anger against 
them.  Put Your anger 
on Me, Creator, not your 
beautiful creation, man-
kind….please….let Me 
be born as the holy men 
and women prophesied.”
 Creator said, “Fine, it 
is done as You have re-
quested Son, I’ll bless 
the earth with My One 
and ONLY Begotten Son.  
You will be born to a 
virgin from the Tribe of 
Judah.  The Great Holy 
Spirit will create You and 
empower You on earth 
to be the Messiah who 
would come for My cho-
sen people, the Israelites 
and mankind.  Your birth 
will be a gift from Me, 
Creator to show I am no 
longer angry with man-
kind.  They can honor, re-
spect, revere, and accept 
You, My Son to cover 
their sins because of the 

death You will face one 
day for them.  Go now 
and prepare to be the fi nal 
fl esh offering on a cross!  
You will be born and 
live only to die for them!  
Be sure this is what you 
truly want.  Also, be sure 
You think they are really 
worth it, mankind.”
 This birthday boy, if 
you haven’t guessed yet 
is “Yeshua Homeshia,” 
which means in He-
brew, Jesus, Son of God.  
Christmas is celebrated 
because of the birth of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth; 
it’s Jesus’s birthday party 
world-wide.  Jesus came 
to earth as a man who was 
born to the Virgin Mary 
and fathered by Joseph, 
a carpenter.  He had sev-
eral brothers and sisters 
and lots of family mem-
bers and clan members 
from the tribe of Judah.  
Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem during census time, 
raised in Nazareth, and 
was a carpenter like His 
father, Joseph.  Jesus was 
born in a manger as a gift 
from Creator and He’s 
accepted only by spiri-
tual faith, the heart, and 
the freewill of every man, 
woman, and child.  Cre-
ator sent His Son, Yeshua 
so we could live spiritual-
ly and not die spiritually.  
Through Jesus, the gift of 
Christmas we can fi nd a 
new life.  If accepted by 
faith we can believe in 
Him to heal us of disease, 
sickness, emotional pain, 
addiction, and more if 
we have faith in the Son 
of Creator.  We can pray 
to Him and He will hear 
us and answer us.  Jesus 
came from the tribe of Ju-
dah who were Creator’s 
chosen priests, holy men 
and women who carried 
the sacred rites, medicine 
bundle of the Hebrew 
people of the twelve tribes 
of Israel.  Jesus followed 
all of the Hebrew cus-
toms, traditions, and cer-
emonies while He walked 
this earth.  He was never 
ever disrespectful to any 
religion and custom; He 
was always ministering 
and loving people un-
conditionally who were 
destitute like prostitutes, 
criminals, homeless, lep-
ers, witches, warlocks, 
sick people, demon-pos-
sessed, mentally ill, crip-
pled, and even raised the 
dead from the grave.  He 
was a man of power that 
came from the Great Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus was a holy 
man and came during the 
Christmas season as a 
gift to the world.    Watch 
the movie, “The Nativity 
Story” with your fami-
lies for an accurate visual 
depiction of the birth of 
Jesus Christ and witness 
the customs I have spo-
ken about that are similar 
to some Native American 
tribes.  Merry Christmas 
readers!  Please celebrate 
each Christmas knowing 
that Jesus is the reason for 
the season! Happy Birth-
day Jesus!  Creator gave 
us an awesome Christmas 
gift, His Only Son; it’s 
free, it costs nothing to 
believe in Him with your 
hearts and spirits with 
eyes and ears of faith. 
[See the Holy Bible for a 
written detailed account 
of the birth of Jesus in the 
book of Luke in chapters 
1, 2, and 3].
 I was raised at Big-
warm, MT on the Fort 

Belknap Rez; its right 
outside of Lodge Pole, 
or what they call “Wasse 
Waakba,” Red Painted 
Creek, in the mountains, 
God’s country.  My great-
grandmother, Annie 
Whitecow-Brisbo lived 
right next door to me 
growing up at Bigwarm.  I 
spent a lot of time with her 
as a child till she passed 
away.  She had so many 
grand children and great-
grand children that she 
raised and helped raise.  
My great-grandmother, 
Annie used to drive me 
crazy!  In the summer, us 
great-grand kids would 
be on our way to pick ber-
ries, going to swim, going 
to ride horses, or going 
to play with each other 
when she would want me 
to stay in with her so she 
could teach me about be-
ing Assiniboine/Nakota.  
I would sometimes, but 
most of the time I would 
want to play.  My great-
gramz knew the White-
clay language fl uently 
and she knew the Nakota 
language fl uently; no one 
hardly knew both fl uent-
ly that I know of on my 
rez.  She had deep respect 
for any race, religion, 
and culture; she taught 
my gramma, Vernie who 
raised me to respect and 
have reverence for holy 
places and holy people 
of different faiths, not 
just the Indian way.  My 
gramma Vernie taught 
and passed that onto me 
and now I’m the same 
way today. That’s why I 
can write this article to a 
Native American reading 
audience without bring.

ing offense to anyone.  
The TRUE traditional 
way of our Indian people 
is founded on respect, 
honor, and integrity.  I 
was taught by strong Na-
tive American women 
who instilled this in me 
my whole life.

 My great-gramz, An-
nie used to speak Nakota 
to me and try to get me to 
learn it, but I wasn’t in-
terested. I was a spoiled 
child, how I regret it to-
day.  One day before she 
died, she called me to her 
and I knew she was very 
serious and that I needed 
to be respectful and listen 
and pay attention to what 
she was about to say.  
These were her words to 
me, “Iris, I’m going to 
give you an Indian name 
today okay?  You are Na-
kota, and you come from 
the Has The Eagle fam-
ily.  This family is a very 
powerful family.  They 
have a very powerful 
name!  They are people 
of faith like your grand-
ma Victoria Bull Cap Has 
The Eagle, my friend.  
Oh my, they are 4/4ths 
Assiniboine, full bloods; 
they are very traditional 
people and very humble 
people.  Your mom is a 
good woman, she’s a Has 
The Eagle.  You are going 
to be named after your 
people okay?  You always 
want to go pick Juneber-
ries.  Ho gud, those kids 
said you like picking itchy 
ass berries too!  Haha!  Is 
that true!?  The Oooowey 
Man is going to get you, 
better quit that.  [I tried to 

pout, cry, and run away, 
but she apologized.] I’m 
going to call you “Woos 
Bee Wea” that means 
in Assiniboine, Berry 
Picking Woman okay?  
That’s your name and 
you remember how to say 
that.”
 Wakan Tankan, Cre-
ator spoke through my 
great-grandmother that 
day about me and my 
legacy of faith from my 
Has The Eagle blood line.  
She was a devout Chris-
tian as well; she used to 
win prizes for bringing 
the most kids to church in 
the summer.  They had to 
load us all up on a big bus 
to transport us all from 
Bigwarm; oh those were 
the good ole days.  She 
had respect and reverence 
for all races, religions, 
and tribes, as well as 
unconditional love.  My 
great-grandmother Annie 
was a spiritual woman 
as was my great-grand-
mother Victoria Bull Cap 
Has The Eagle; they both 
brought all their grand 
and great-grandchildren 
to the same church to 
learn about God.  Both of 
these women came from 
an era when the govern-
ment made it illegal for 
the Nakota and Whiteclay 
to speak their language 
and practice their Native 
ways because they would 
be severely punished and/
or jailed.  Both of them felt 
the sting of the pain of as-
similation on the reserva-
tion as did many Indians 
on all the reservations in 
the U.S.  Yet, they found 
a way through the church 
houses to pray and be-
lieve.  They also, secretly 
practiced their traditional 
Indian ways and spoke 
their Indian languages the 
best they knew how with-
out getting caught by the 
government.  
When my great-grand-
mother Victoria Has The 
Eagle died, my brothers, 
Chad and Jeremy Wing 
and some other cousins, 
saw Creator take her to the 
sky at her place in Wasse 
Waakba, Red Painted 
Creek, Lodge Pole by the 
mountains.  She was call-
ing out to Jesus and point-
ing at Him as she breathed 
her last breath speaking 
Nakota. My mom was 
raised by her and grampa 
Zeke, she knows Nakota; 
my mom was translating 
to the family what gram 
was saying.  At that mo-
ment, when she gave up 
the Ghost, my brothers 
saw a very bright comet-
like light come from her 
room where she died, 
then it went up to the sky.  
She wanted to go home 
and die in peace, not in 
a hospital.  She accepted 
the Christmas gift from 
Creator, a holy man, a 
priest, a redeemer, a sav-
ior, the messiah, and the 
ultimate sacrifi ce into her 
heart as did my great-
grandmother Annie and 
they were taken up to the 
sky when they went to the 
other side.  This Jesus, He 
brings strong and good-
washtay medicine to our 
Native American people 
as to the whole world 
and His chosen people, 
the Hebrews.  This Jesus, 
He’s a medicine bundle 
wrapped as a Christmas 
gift to us, mankind from 
Creator.

Christmas:  It’s a Birthday that’s Celebrated World-Wide
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Disclaimer
“This newspaper believes in reporting in a positive style. We
neither claim to know all subjects in any particular manner.  The
submissions and views contained in the editorial, letters,
pictorial, and entertainment  sections, are expressly the views 
of the author and do not necessarily refl ect the position of this 
newspaper, its staff, editor, the Chippewa Cree Tribal Council 
and/or all Tribal Member(s).”

By Kenneth A.
LaFromboise

 Mr. Gerald Small 
changes Job title from 
“Case Manager” to 
“Council Member.”  
Mr. Small or should 
I say, “Councilman 
Small,” now has a new 
offi ce at the Tribal 
Headquarters, just a 
few yards from the Hu-
man Services Building, 
where his old desk still 
sits  vacant (in wait-
ing?).  
 We here at the Hu-
man Services Program 

feel that Councilman 
Small will continue to 
work hard for the Trib-
al Community Mem-
bers of the Rocky Boy 
Nation.  We also feel 
that since he is on the 
Human Services Sub-
Committee, he will 
continue to work with 
our Tribal TANF Pro-
gram, as well as for all 
of the Human Services 
Programs, in a most 
positive way.  
 Having worked 
hand-in-hand with 
Councilman Small the 
past four and half years, 
gives me some person-

al insight on how fair 
Councilman Small can 
be, where he displays a 
sincerity to what he be-
lieves in, which is being 
truthful and respectful 
towards his decision 
making process.
 In closing, we all 
look forward to work-
ing with Council Small 
and hope for the best 
during his term as a 
Tribal Councilman.  
Most of all we here at 
the CCT TANF Pro-
gram hope for the very 
best to all Tribal Com-
munity Members, Mer-
ry Christmas!

Former TANF Case Manager, 
Now CCT Council Member

Photo Courtesy of TANF 
Gerald Small, far right, is sworn in as a Rocky Boy Tribal Councilman recently. 

Congratulations to Stone Child 
College Students for

completing a
successful semester!

NACTEP will be accepting applications for the Spring 2011 semester.
You can pick up an application at the NACTEP offi ce located

in the Old Sitting Woman Building

Continuing NACTEP students in good standing 
please update your fi le ASAP if you are

planning to enroll in the Spring 2011 semester

Stone Child College registration will be
January 10 - 11, 2011.

Classes begin January 12, 2011

Again Congrats to all Stone Child College
Students. Have a fun and safe Holiday Season!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
Peggy Riotutar-Aquino and NACTEP Staff!

TELEPHONE COMPANY NOTIFIES
SUBSCRIBERS OF INCREASE INFEDER-

AL UNIVERSAL SERVICE CHARGE
 
Havre MT, December, 2010 -

 Effective January 1, 2011, the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) has authorized an increase in the Federal Universal Service Charge 
(FUSC) line item for all telephone subscribers nationwide, except those 
participating in the Lifeline assistance program.  Beginning with the Janu-
ary Triangle Communications statements, residential and single line busi-
ness subscribers will notice the FUSC increase from $0.84 to $1.01 per 
month.  Multi-line business subscribers will see the charge increase from 
$1.19 to $1.43 per month starting on the January bill.  
 
 The FUSC funds the Federal Universal Service Fund, which provides 
monetary support to rural telephone companies operating in high cost areas 
to assist them in maintaining affordable local telephone service.
 
 Triangle Communications (Triangle) provides local telephone service to 
over 18,000 access lines in 39 exchanges located in 16 counties.  Triangle is 
committed to providing access to advanced, high quality, reliable commu-
nications services at competitive prices, while focusing on personal service 
and customer satisfaction.  Triangle provides various telecommunications 
services including long distance, Broadband ADSL, Wireless and WildBlue 
Internet.  Triangle is also dedicated to enhancing quality of life, educational op-
portunity and economic development in the communities it serves. 
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T’was the night before Christmas and all thru the teepee 
Not an eyelid was shut because nobody was sleepy. 
The Wal-Mart bags were hung by the fi re so neat, 

Hoping Chief Nick would fi ll them up with smoked meat. 
The children were nestled all snug in their beds 

While visions of fry bread men danced in their heads. 
With ya-yah in her kerchief and my hair braided tight 

We turned up the scanner to entertain us tonight. 
Then all of a sudden a crash we did hear, 

The rez dogs started barking but that’s the norm around here. 
The moon on the breast of the new falling snow 
Gave the luster of midday to my rez car below. 

When what do my ndn eyes should appear 
But an ndn sleigh with eight tiny reindeer! 
With a little rez driver so stoic but quick 

I knew in a moment it must be Chief Nick. 
More rapid then Rez Ballers the reindeer they came 

And he pointed with his lips then called them by name. 
On Fancy Dancer, on Smoked Meat, on Thomas and Victor, 

On Back Strap, on Philbert, on Black Cloud and Trixster. 
Ssshhh! Land beside the teepee, quiet for good reason 

We have to be careful it’s deer hunting season. 
The stickers on his sleigh read “I love baloney” 

Another one said “My other ride is a pony.” 
The one in the middle said “NDN Power” 

There was duct tape and bailing wire holding it together. 
When the teepee fl ap opened I just hung my head, 

For I just fi nished off his stew and fry bread. 
He was dressed in full regalia from his head to his moccs, 

His outfi t fully beaded right down to his socks! 
His huckleberry eyes twinkled, his braids were like WOW! 
You have to see it for yourself, he was just … somehow! 

The stump of his peace pipe held tight in his teeth 
And the smoke signals encircled his head like a wreath. 

His face was kind of greasy and he was ndn size, 
He had a commod bod only a skin could recognize. 

He spoke not a word just fl ashed his Tribal ID. 
He left a block of cheese and new tape recorder under the tree. 

He left hand drums and blankets and round dance CDs, 
Huckleberry pies and the new N Cree! 

Then he pointed with his lips, gave a big hearty AYYE! 
And he danced out the door and jumped in his sleigh. 

I heard him exclaim as he fl ew out of sight 
Merry Christmas to all!  Let’s round dance tonight! 

HO! HO! HO!

An NDN Christmas Scholarships available from lo-
cal electric cooperative

 Hill County Electric Cooperative (HCE) is proud to offer to its member 
dependents several scholarship opportunities.  The Basin Electric Power Co-
operative (BEPC) Scholarship Program will award more than 180 scholar-
ships in the amount of $1,000 each for the 2011-2012 academic year. One 
of the $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to a member dependent of HCE.  
In addition to Basin’s scholarship, HCE will offer a $750 scholarship to the 
fi rst runner-up.  Applicants need only complete one BEPC scholarship ap-
plication to be considered for both awards.

 Eligible applicants must be enrolled or planning to enroll in a full-time 
graduate or undergraduate program at an accredited, two-year or four-year 
college, university or vocational/technical school in the fall of 2011. Schol-
arship recipients will be selected based on academic record, potential to suc-
ceed, leadership, participation in school and community activities, honors, 
work experience, a statement of education and career goals and an outside 
recommendation.  Scholarships will be awarded without regard to other 
awards, loans or fi nancial assistance the applicant may have obtained.  Ap-
plications for this scholarship are due at the HCE offi ce or post-marked no 
later than February 1, 2011. 

 Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association (MECA) will again be award-
ing two scholarships in the amount of $500 each.  Applicants or applicants’ 
parents/guardians must be a member of a Montana electric cooperative that 
belongs to MECA.  Hill County Electric Cooperative (HCE) is proud to be 
a member of MECA and encourages all eligible students planning to attend 
college in the fall of 2011 to apply for this scholarship opportunity.  An ap-
plication and Personal Statement are required. Applications are due to the 
HCE offi ce by January 31, 2011.

 Information and applications for all HCE youth offerings are available 
online at www.HillCountyElectric.coop, by calling 1-877-394-7804, ext. 
864 or via e-mail to Scholarships@itsTriangle.com. 

 Hill County Electric Cooperative (HCE) was incorporated in 1945 and 
provides high quality, reliable and safe electric services and associated prod-
ucts to approximately 2,300 members over 3,342 miles of line in fi ve north 
central Montana counties. HCE is headquartered in Havre, MT and also pro-
vides Master Electrician services, an electrical supply warehouse, energy 
audits, electrical safety demonstrations and various scholarship and youth 
programs.

By Shelley Viall,
AHWCP Coordinator

 Greetings from the 
Adult Healing to Well-
ness Court Program (AH-
WCP)
  We have a small staff 
of six (6) people.  They 
are as listed: Dustin 
Whitford, Judge, Shel-
ley Viall, Project Coor-
dinator, Thelma Stanley, 
Compliance Offi cer, Jes-
sica Raining Bird, Assess-
ment Specialist, Clayton 
Soosay  Compliance/Pro-
bation Offi cer and Joshua 
Seaton, Compliance/Pro-
bation Offi cer.
 We have been working 
to revise our participant 
handbook to meet all of 
our client’s needs and be 
more reader friendly.   We 
will have the draft ready 

for reading in December.  
Below is the program 
goal and description of 
the program. 
 The goal of the AHW-
CP is to address the sub-
stance use which resulted 
in committing an illegal 
offense. This AHWCP 
will provide the opportu-
nity for healing of mind, 
body and spirit and recov-
ery from substance abuse 
for you.  In the process of 
your recovery, there will 
also be the opportunity for 
healing and recovery for 
your family.
 You need to be mo-
tivated to work toward 
changing your lifestyle 
and becoming free from 
alcohol and other drugs. 
The AHWCP Staff will 
work to facilitate change 
through a goal-orientated, 

individualized treatment 
program for you.  
 The AHWCP is a vol-
untary court supervised 
program. The AHWCP 
handles cases involving 
individuals who have 
committed offenses re-
sulting from their abuse of 
alcohol and other drugs.  
AHWCP is a component 
of the Chippewa Cree 
Tribal Court and follows 
a deferred prosecution 
procedure.  If you and 
your participating fam-
ily successfully complete 
the mandatory require-
ments, the charges will 
be dropped or dismissed 
with no further criminal 
prosecution.  
 The AHWCP provides 
comprehensive case man-
agement services as an 
option to other sanctions.  

Our services include case 
processing, compliance 
with sentencing, inter-
vention, monitoring, and 
referrals.  The Case Man-
agement Plans are indi-
vidualized and continue 
through the length of the 
probation sentence.  
 The Chippewa Cree 
Health and Wellness 
Center will provide treat-
ment services to address 
your health needs.  Other 
Tribal programs, commu-
nity based organizations, 
educational institutions 
and elders will assist in 
helping you address your 
personal goals and social 
needs.  
 The Chippewa Cree 
Tribal Judge will over-
see your progress and 
compliance, along with 
the AHWCP Team.  The 

individuals on the Team 
are:  Judge, Coordina-
tor, Probation Offi cers, 
White Sky Hope Center, 
Human Services Repre-
sentatives, Health and 
Wellness Center Coun-
seling Representatives, 
School Representatives, 
CRD, and AHWCP staff.  
Other members may also 
be present to provide sup-
port as needed.
The Adult Healing to 
Wellness Court Program 
is based upon the under-
standing that substance 
abuse and drug addiction 
are chronic, progressive, 
relapsing disorders and 
behaviors that can be suc-
cessfully treated.  The suc-
cess of AHWCP is built on 
the fact that the post-arrest 
period can provide for a 
particularly good oppor-

tunity for treatment that 
will break the alcohol and 
drug-crime cycle.
 The AHWCP will sup-
port you in achieving total 
abstinence from alcohol 
and other drugs and assist 
you in becoming a pro-
ductive and responsible 
person in the community.  
You must be motivated to 
make this change and com-
mit to an alcohol/drug-free 
life.  This will be hard work 
on your part and a continu-
ous commitment to your 
sobriety and recovery.  You 
are worth the effort and we 
are behind you 100%.
 Our telephone number 
for contact is 395-4735 
and our fax number is 395-
5184.  Drop in for a visit, 
we welcome you!  Have 
a safe and happy holiday 
season.

Adult Healing to Wellness Court Program (AHWCP) Report
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Chippewa Cree Business Committee and
Sub-Committee(s) Board Members

BUSINESS COMMITTEE

Raymond “Jake” Parker, Chairman
Harlan Baker, Councilman
Gerald Small, Councilman

Bruce Sun Child, Councilman
John “Chance” Houle, Councilman

Ted Whitford, Sr., Councilman
Brian “Kelly” Eagleman, Councilman
Richard “Ricky” Morsette, Councilman

Joe LaFromboise, Councilman

ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMITTEE 

*Raymond P.Parker, Jr.
Bruce Sunchild - Vice

Richard “Ricky” Morsette 
Joseph Lafromboise, Jr.

Ted Whitford
John “Chance” Houle

Brian “Kelly” Eagleman
Harlan Baker
Gerald Small

CHIPPEWA CREE
CONSTRUCTION

*Bruce Sunchild
John “Chance” Houle -Vice 
Richard “Ricky” Morsette
Brian “Kelly” Eagleman 
Community Members:

ADVERTISE

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

*Ted Whitford
Bert Corcoran – Vice

Joseph Lafromboise, Jr.
Richard “Ricky” Morsette
Brian “Kelly” Eagleman
Community Members:

Neal Rosette
Billi A. Raining Bird Morsette

Donovan Stump

DRY FORK FARMS
*Richard “Ricky” Morsette

Harlan Baker – Vice
Bruce Sunchild

Community Members:
Joe Big Knife
Leon Lasalle
Ervin Watson

EEOC/TERO/RISK
MANAGEMENT
*Bruce Sunchild

Gerald Small
Joseph Lafromboise, Jr.
Brian “Kelly” Eagleman

Richard “Ricky” Morsette 

EMPLOYEE 
RETIREMENT/401(K)
*Raymond J. Parker, Jr.

Bruce Sunchild
Janice Myers

Richard Sangrey

ENROLLMENT/
SENIOR CITIZENS
*John “Chance” Houle

Harlan Baker
Bruce Sunchild
Ted Whitford 

Joseph Lafromboise, Jr

GAMING COMMISSION
*Harlan Baker

Community Members:
Ronnie Joe Henry

Luke Parisian 
Tanya Schmockel

Earl “Archie” Arkinson

HEALTH BOARD
*John “Chance” Houle 

Joe Lafromboise, Jr. -Vice
Ted Whitford

Raymond J. Parker, Jr.
Richard “Ricky” Morsette

Gerald Samll
Bruce Sunchild

Brian “Kelly” Eagleman
Harlan Baker

HOUSING/HIP
*Raymond J. Parker, Jr.

Joseph Lafromboise, Jr. - Vice

John “Chance” Houle
Richard “Ricky” Morsette
Brian “Kelly” Eagleman

Harlan Baker
Ted Whitford
Gerald Small

Bruce Sunchild

JUDICIAL COMMISSION
*Bert Corcoran
Sandra Murie

Billi A. Raining Bird Morsette
Melody Henry

LAW & ORDER
*Harlan Baker 
Ted Whitford 
Gerald Small

Joseph Lafromboise, Jr.
Brian “Kelly” Eagleman

NATURAL RESOURCES 
*Richard “Ricky” Morsette

Gerald Small
Raymond J. Parker, Jr.
John “Chance” Houle

Ted Whitford 
Bruce Sunchild
Harlan Baker

Joseph Lafromboise, Jr.
Brian “Kelly” Eagleman 

ROADS/ENGINEERING
*Brian “Kelly” Eagleman

John “Chance” Houle-Vice
Raymond J. Parker, Jr.

Gerald Small
Richard “Ricky” Morsette

Ted Whitford 
Bruce Sunchild
Harlan Baker

Joseph Lafromboise, Jr

HUMAN SERVICES/ TANF/
CHILD SUPPORT

*John “Chance” Houle
Harlan Baker – Vice 

Gerald Small
Joseph Lafromboise, Jr.

Richard “Ricky” Morsette

STONE CHILD COLLEGE
*Ted Whitford  

Bruce Sunchild - Vice
John “Chance Houle”

Richard “Ricky” Morsette
Community Members:

Darrin Hannum
Voyd St. Pierre 
Neal Rosette

Billi A. Raining Bird Morsette

WATER RESOUCES
*Joseph Lafromboise, Jr. 

Bruce Sunchild - Vice
Brian “Kelly” Eagleman

Richard “Ricky” Morsette
Harlan Baker  

CULTURAL SUPPORT
SERVICES

*Harlan Baker 
Ted Whitford -Vice 

Gerald Small 
Joseph Lafromboise

Community Members:
Selina Johnson
Joshua Seaton

Donovan Stump

BUDGET/FEMA COMMITTEE 
* Ted Whitford 

Raymond “Jake” Parker 
Bruce Sunchild 

Richard “Ricky” Morsette 
Joseph Lafromboise, Jr.
John “Chance” Houle

Brian “Kelly” Eagleman
Harlan Baker
Gerald Small

ENERGY 
COMMITTEE 

* John “Chance” Houle 
Richard “Ricky” Morsette 
Joseph Lafromboise, Jr.

Ted Whitford 
Gerald Small 

* Chairman

Volunteers in Action
2010 Turkey Basket Giveaway

Have A Merry Christmas And A Happy New Year
From The Chippewa Cree Tribe


